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“If Children Ruled the Home” 
by 

Rene Gutteridge 
 
 

What What dinner would look like if children ran the household. 
Themes: Parenting, Family, Discipline 

 
Who Mom 

Dad 
Son - age 12-17 
Daughter-  age 10-12 

  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Dinner table with chairs 
Plates 
Cups 
Utensils  
Tech devices such as iPhone 

 
Why Proverbs 22:6 
 
How Mom and Dad should sit on the same side of the table facing the audience, 

while each kid sits on the ends. Be sure to give yourself plenty of time to 
rehearse with younger kids.  

 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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A family of four sits around the table for dinner, except something is peculiar…the Son and 
Daughter are at the head of the table and the Mom and Dad sit together on the long side, 
on a “kids” bench. Everyone is happily enjoying their meal. The Daughter is messing with 
her tech device. 

Suddenly Dad pulls out his phone and starts to text. 

Daughter:Uh, uh, uh, Dad. Not at the table. You know the rules. Plus, when you 
text during dinner time, it makes me feel unloved and that you don’t 
pay attention to me, which in turn will cause behavior problems as soon 
as I hit my teens. 

Dad: But, um, you’re texting. 

Daughter:I’m Googling. It’s for a school project. 

Mom: Listen, kids, I’ve been thinking. It’s about to be winter and this house is a 
mess. Let’s spend Saturday cleaning out our closets and getting rid of 
some stuff. 

Son: Saturday doesn’t really work for me. I’d already planned to play video 
games. 

Daughter:Also, I’m uncomfortable with and morally opposed to work that doesn’t 
directly benefit me. 

Mom: Maybe Friday? 

Son: You know that’s when I like to not do stuff.  

Mom: I thought that was Saturday. 

Son: What do you want from me? Friday? Saturday? What’s next? Mornings? 

Uncomfortable silence. More eating. 

Dad: Listen, kids, we need to talk about your grounding from last week. 

Daughter:I was hoping we wouldn’t have to bring that up. 

Dad: Your mother and I are reasonable people. We’re not going to ground 
you for a whole week. 

Mom: We decided on Sunday. No TV. 

Son: That’s not going to work for me. Football is on. 
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Daughter:Also, I’d planned on watching the entire High School Musical saga. 

Son: Let’s do Thursday. 

Dad: Yeah…that’s not really a punishment because you’re not allowed to 
watch TV on weekdays… 

Daughter:Speaking of which, do you realize we’re the only children on earth who 
don’t watch TV on the weekdays? 

Mom: That’s the reason you have good grades. You study hard. 

Son: Look, Sis and I have been talking, and we’d like to cut our study time in 
half. 

Dad: That doesn’t really sound like a good idea. 

Daughter:It’s so we can help you around the house more. 

Son: And also so I can beat level 8. 

Daughter:You two discuss it and then we’ll let you know your answer, okay? 

More eating. 

Dad: By the way. Your mother and I were wondering if you could cut back on 
your cell phone minutes? (To Daughter) Especially you, sweetie. They 
delivered the phone bill in a small crate yesterday. 

Daughter:(Sighing) Why can’t we be like every other family and spend more than 
we make? 

Son: It’s the American dream. You two should embrace it. Just think, Dad. You 
could get an iPad like Joel. 

Dad: We just can’t afford that right now. 

Daughter:But can we afford to look like we can’t afford it? That’s the question I’ve 
been pondering. 

Mom: Honey, could you get up and get me the butter? 

Daughter:No thank you. 

Mom gets up to get it herself. Something is churning in Dad. We see it in his face. As Mom 
returns, she notices Dad. Heartburn? Heart attack? What is wrong with him? 
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Dad: Everybody, stop eating right now. 

Son: As soon as I’m done, Dad. As soon as I’m done. 

Dad: Now! 

This surprises everyone. Forks are slowly set down. 

Dad: Now, I’ve noticed something. Something I don’t care for very much. 

Son and Daughter exchange looks. 

Dad: And it’s this. You two have not been taking your mother’s and my 
suggestions very often. 

Son and Daughter are clearly trying to figure out how to spin this. 

Dad: When we talk, we want you to think about listening to us. And when we 
demand you do something, there’s going to be less arguing and more 
considering. Am I making myself clear? From this moment on, your 
mother and I are standing our ground. You either do what we say, or you 
let us know if you’re not going to. 

Daughter:(Teary) Sorry, Daddy. We just didn’t know. 

Mom: Well, now you do. 

Son: Why are you being so hard on us? You don’t get what it’s like to run this 
household! 

Mom: I’m sure it’s difficult. We were in charge once, you know. 

Son: All I’m saying is that all these suggestions are so overwhelming. I mean, 
instead of negotiating how we’re going to be grounded, wouldn’t it be 
easier if you didn’t ground us at all? 

Dad: When has this family ever taken the easy way out? 

Daughter:(Bursting into tears) I can’t take this anymore!!! 

Mom: (To Dad) Honey, you’re being way too hard. We’ve pushed them to the 
brink. Look at her. She’s on the verge of tears. Let’s just go with what’s 
been working. 

Dad: Us on the verge of tears? 

Mom: Exactly. If it’s okay with them.  
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Everyone goes back to eating. Lights down. PURCHASE 
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